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Mr. O’Manonery, from the Committee on Interior and}insulér Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 4798] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 4798) to amend the Hawaiian Organic Act 


relating to qualifications of jurors, having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that 
the bill do pass. 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to amend section 83 of the Hawaiian 
Organic Act to permit women to serve as jurors in the Territory of 
Hawaii. No expenditure of Federal funds is required. 

Forty States of the Union, plus the District of Columbia and the 
Territory of Alaska, allow women to serve on juries. Extension 
to the Territory of Hawaii of the principle and spirit of the nineteenth 
amendment to the Constitution appears logical and desirable. 

Similar legislation has been requested previously by the Territorial 
Legislature and Joint Resolution 24, enacted by the legislature in its 
regular session of 1951, again petitions the Congress to remove the 

resent discrimination against women jurors in Hawaii. At hearings 

eld on this bill it was testified that the people of the Territory 
generally feel that women should be permitted to serve as jurors and 
strongly favor the enactment of such legislation. 

The favorable report of the Department of the Interior to the 
chairman of the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
under date of August 20, 1951, is herein below set forth in full and made 
a part of this report. 





AMENDING THE HAWAIIAN ORGANIC ACT 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., August 20, 1951. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpocx, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Murpock: Further reference is made to your request for the 
views of this Department on H. R. 4798, a bill to amend the Hawaiian Organic 
Act relating to qualification of jurors. 

I recommend that H. R. 4798 be enacted. 

H. R. 4798 would amend section 83 of the Hawaiian Organie Act (31 Stat. 
141, 157; 48 U. 8. C., 1946 edition, sec. 635) by deleting the word ‘‘male.’’ The 
purpose of H. R. 4798 is to permit women to serve as jurors in the Territory of 
Hawaii. This legislation is a logical extension and implementation of the prin- 
ciple and spirit of equality which inspired the adoption of the nineteenth amend- 
ment enfranchising women. Congress has already recognized the validity of 
such a proposal by enacting legislation extending to women in the District of 
Columbia the right to serve as jurors (act of February 26, 1927, 44 Stat. 1249), 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 


Date E. Dory, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill (H. R. 
4798) as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be 
omitted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, 
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


An Act To Provipve A GOVERNMENT FOR THE TERRITORY OF Hawa (31 Strat. 
141, 157, Sec. 83; 48 U.S. C., 1946 Ep., Sec. 635) 


Sec. 83. That the laws of Hawaii relative to the judicial department, including 
civil and criminal procedure, except as amended by this Act, are continued in 
force, subject to modification by Congress, or the legislature. The provisions of 
said laws or any laws of the Republic of Hawaii which require juries to be com- 
posed of aliens or foreigners only, or to be constituted by impaneling natives of 
Hawaii, only, in civil and criminal cases specified in said laws, are repealed, and 
all juries shall be constituted without reference to the race or place of nativity 
of the jurors; but no person who is not a [male] citizen of the United States 
and twenty-one years of age and who cannot understandingly speak, read, and 
write the English language shall be a qualified juror or grand juror in the Ter- 
ritory of Hawaii. No person shall be convicted in any criminal case except 
by unanimous verdict of the jury. No plaintiff or defendant in any suit or 
proceeding in a court of the Territory of Hawaii shall be entitled to a trial by a 
jury impaneled exclusively from persons o1 any race. Grand juries may be drawn 
in the manner provided by the Hawaiian legislature, and shall sit at such times 
as the circuit judges of the respective circuits shall direct; the number of grand 
jurors in each circuit shall be not less than thirteen, and the method of the pres- 
entation of cases to said grand jurors shall be prescribed by the supreme court 
of the Territory of Hawaii. The several circuit courts may subpoena witnesses 
to appear before the grand jury in like manner as they subpoena witnesses to 
appear before their respective courts. 
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